
Definitions 
 
Bridge: Location in the voice where the resonance in the chest cavities splits and 
begins to go into the head cavities. With the split resonance there is an 
adjustment of the vocal cords. The cords go through a reduction of the mass 
characterizing the chest voice and begin to thin and adjust to enable a split of the 
resonance to continue into the headspaces. It’s a passageway from the chest 
voice into the mix of head and chest resonance and into the head voice. Other 
names include the “Middle” and the “Passaggio”. 
 
Chest Voice: Lower range in your voice. The resonance or vibrations are felt in 
your chest. The mass of the vocal cords is heavier. The cords are short and 
thick. 
 
Connected Tone: Physically it’s when the vocal cords stay together no matter 
whether you are singing low or high. If the vocal cords suddenly come apart or 
separate beyond normal, the tone is interrupted and it sounds like a crack, break 
or flip in your voice. 
 
Falsetto: The condition of the vocal cords when they disconnect or separate. 
They vibrate the full length of the vocal cords just enough to make sound, but are 
barely touching together. There is a great deal of air passing through the vocal 
cords.  Falsetto cannot blend into the chest voice without reconnecting, which 
feels like a flip. 
 
Head Voice: Upper range of your voice where the resonance or vibrations are in 
your head. The mass of the vocal cords is significantly reduced and the cords are 
stretched, tensed and thinned. 
 
Middle Voice: Singers often use this term to refer to several areas of the voice. 
In soprano and alto voices the area just above the first bridge before the 
beginning of the second bridge is sometimes referred to as Middle.  For our 
purposes, we are generally talking about the area of the first bridge in the male or 
female voice because there is chest voice below the middle and head voice 
above it.  
 
Passaggio: See Bridge 
 
Vocal Cords: Sometimes called vocal folds, they are two small pieces of thin 
tissue that are joined together in the front of your neck just behind your Adam’s 
apple.  They lie horizontal at the top of the windpipe. When air from your lungs 
passes through them they open and close together. This creates sound 
vibrations that becomes your speaking and singing voice.  
 
	


